
 
  

  

   

 

 

Rhode Island Summary 

Overview 
The purpose of the Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) program is to 
accelerate the conservation, development and utilization of natural resources, improve the 
general level of economic activity, and to enhance the environment and standard of living for 
all citizens. The RC&D Council, Inc., a not-for-profit corporation that serves the entire State, 
implements the RC&D program. The Council is a structured partnership between the USDA 
NRCS and local sponsors in a multi-county region.   
 
Accomplishments 
Our focus is on programs and projects that benefit the economic situation of Rhode Islanders, 
and enhance the wise use of renewable natural resources in four principal areas, which 
include, land conservation, water management, community development, and land 
management.  We participated in the update of the Forest Resource Management Plan, which 
provides a vision and implementation program of strategies for the effective management of 
55,000 acres of forestland. The RC&D is a member of the Forest Stewardship Committee, 
which implements the Forest Legacy Program that protects important forestland. 
Development rights of two forested parcels totaling 224 acres were acquired through this 
program, which brings the total of forestland protected under this program to 1,682 acres. 
Cost-share payments for a total of $13,000 were distributed to 18 eligible forest landowners 
through the Forest Land Enhancement Program.  Almost, 1,782 acres of non-industrial 
private forestland were enrolled in the program.  To date, the program has enrolled 2,510 
acres of forestland involving 33 forest landowners who received $20,895.  Grants for thirty-
four projects were funded totaling $18,000 for forest landowners interested in starting small 
businesses to produce specialty crops that are grown and harvested in forests.   

A stone-step system to stabilize the stream bank along the Beaver River was designed and 
built. The project resulted in enhanced access to the river, and provided recreational benefits 
to citizens in the area.  This was accomplished through a partnership with the Town of 
Richmond and the Narragansett Chapter of Trout Unlimited.  
 
Our rural fire suppression program collaborated with rural fire districts to install three dry 
hydrants in the towns of Exeter, West Greenwich, and Glocester.  
 
We produced and distributed 60,000 copies of a new Agricultural Guide listing all farmer 
markets in the State.  We produced a brochure that promotes the benefits of composting.   
 
Outlook  
Continuing loss of farms and forests to alternative, more intensive land uses is the most 
critical problem across the state.  We are losing the distinctive diversity of rural working 
landscapes. “Sprawl” is fragmenting large tracts of open space into smaller, isolated parcels 
making it nearly impossible to produce.  Fragmentation threatens to reduce the many benefits 
the open spaces provide.   Unless we can assure the future presence of a natural resource base 
economies many rural areas may be permanently lost. We are dedicated to farmland and 
forestland protection, and these programs intended to prevent fragmentation of our natural 
resources and promote sustainability to meet the needs of the current population without 
compromising the resource for future generations.  Land conservation opportunities include 
training professionals to implement and certify erosion and sediment control practices. We 
will continue to help rural communities without pressurized water with the installation of dry 
hydrants.  We will work on innovative and alternative natural resource based businesses that 
will help provide new ways for landowners to generate income.  
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Customer Focus 
 
New access Site on Beaver River 
 
Rhode Island Resource 
Conservation and Development 
Council (RC&D) partnered with 
the Town of Richmond and the 
Narragansett Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited (TU) to install and 
stabilize a new access site along 
Beaver River. Beaver River is a 
pristine water source that provides 
a high quality trout stream habitat 
for native Brook Trout. In 
addition, the river is stocked with 
Rainbow, Brown, and Brook 
Trout. However, because of the 
slope of the stream bank and the 
erodibility of the soil, there was a 
large gully at the access of the 
river and the water quality was 
being impacted. RI RC&D, TU, 
and the Town of Richmond 
teamed up to design and build a 
timber and stone step system that 
will provide access to the river. 
This project has benefited the area 
in many ways. It stabilized the 
stream bank, enhanced access to 
the river and provided additional 
recreational benefits to the area. 
The project was also completed 
by utilizing natural materials. 
Overall, the access site is one that 
will be appreciated by the 
community and recreation 
enthusiasts for years to come.  
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State Contact: 
 
Chris Modisette 
RC&D Coordinator 
60 Quaker Lane, Suite 44 
Warwick, Rhode Island 02886 
Phone 401-822-8877 
Fax     401-828-0433  
Chris.modisette@ri.usda.gov  
For more highlights, visit our 
new web site at 
www.rircd.org. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rhode Island's RC&D Program Activities 
Fiscal Year 2005 

Congressional 
Districts 

New Project Federal 
Dollars 

State & 
Local Dollars

Acres 
Protected or 

Improved
 

Businesses 
Assisted 

Citizens 
Served 

District 1 & 2 11 $204,560 $68,150 8,372 123 92,387 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political 
beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-
5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Rhode Island’s RC&D Dollars and 
Projects by Congressional District


